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Presentation Outline

 Overview of presentation
 Selecting a distribution
 What people do on their desktops
 What apps are available for Linux
 Conversion challenges
 Demonstration
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Overview
 Goals of this presentation

 Provide overview of Linux on a desktop
 Identify challenges to using Linux
 Provide solutions for these challenges
 Back and forth discussion
 Have you convert friends and family
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Common Linux 
Misconceptions
 Linux is hard!
 I have to know the command line
 Linux requires special hardware
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So you decided to go Linux!
 Linux is easier to install than before
 Wide choice of distributions:

 Slackware
 Gentoo
 RedHat/Fedora
 Ubuntu

 Desktop environments 
 KDE
 GNOME
 XFCE
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Common Desktop Uses
 Finances
 Creating documents / spreadsheets
 Watch DVD's / Listen to music
 Surf the web and compose email
 Sync iPods / Rip Mp3s
 IM / Webcam chats
 Editing pictures
 Programming



2005-12-31 7

Financial application – 
GNUCash
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Creating documents – 
OpenOffice
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Watching DVD's - Xine
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Listening to Music - 
Rhythmbox
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Surfing the web - Firefox
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Composing email - Evolution
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Syncing iPods - Rhythmbox
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IM / Video conferencing – 
Pidgin / Skype
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Image manipulation - GIMP
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Programming - Netbeans
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Challenges

 Hardware support
 Microsoft only software / websites
 Learning new software
 Gaming support
 ISP support
 Technical support
 Proprietary file formats
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Demonstration
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Questions and answers

 I will try to answer any questions you may have.
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