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W E L C O M E to the inaugural issue of the Que/Sams Open Source User
Group Newsletter.  Our goal is to use this venue to keep you updated on
Que and Sams’ activities within the Open Source Community.  You’ll learn
of our travels with regard to tradeshows and other events in addition to
where our authors can be found.  You’ll also get the opportunity to learn a
little more about our authors in an author profile section.  This month’s 
feature is Red Hat Linux Unleashed author, Hoyt Duff.  We’ll keep you 
up-to-date with what books are forthcoming and those that are worth a sec-
ond look.

Likewise we want to know what is going on in your group.  Keep us posted
on your events and activities.   Let us know how we can make our books
better and which ones just cannot be topped.  If there is anything that you
would like to see appear in these newsletters, drop us a line on that as well.

Be sure to visit www.samspublishing.com or www.quepublishing.com for
the latest on Open Source technologies from Que and Sams

T R A D E S H O W S
Join Sams at the following
Open Source Tradeshows

P H P - C O N  W E S T
Santa Clara, California
October 21 - 24, 2003

www.php-con.com

R U B Y
C O N F E R E N C E

2 0 0 3
Austin, Texas

November 14 - 16, 2003
www.rubycentral.org/03/

A PA C H E C O N
Las Vegas, Nevada

November 16 - 19, 2003
www.apachecon.com

VA N C O U V E R  P H P
C O N F E R E N C E

Vancouver, BC
January 23 - 24, 2004

http://vancouver.php.net/?s
=conference

O T H E R  S H O W S  O F
N O T E

M A C R O M E D I A
M A X  2 0 0 3

Salt Lake City, Utah
November 18 - 21, 2003

www.macromedia.com/mac
romedia/conference/

A P P L E  E X P O
Paris, France

September 16 - 20, 2003
www.apple-expo.com

O P E N  Y O U R  M I N D
Sams has recently released a number of books on new and exciting technologies.  From the open source rendition
of the Microsoft™.NET Framework, to an incredibly powerful messaging protocol, and a commercially popular 
content management application, with these books, you can expand your repertoire, build on existing skills, and
hopefully have a little fun in the process.

M O N O  K I C K  S TA R T
by Hans-Jürgen Schönig and Ewald Geschwinde (0672325799; $34.99)

Mono is an open-source implementation of the infrastructure upon which Microsoft's .NET
Framework is built. Providing a compatible option with all of the technical features of .NET 
without the restrictive licensing and prohibitive costs that Microsoft imposes.

Mono Kick Start is a practical introduction to Mono and .NET compatible application 
programming with Mono. After a classically structured crash-course on the C# language and
Mono's own compiler, the authors reach down deeper to subjects like threads, network 
programming, security, database interaction, XML, and more.  A comprehensive practical
section shows you how to set up Web applications with Mono, how GUIs can be 
programmed using GTK, and how applications written with .NET can be operated in the
Mono framework. 

J A B B E R  D E V E L O P E R ' S  H A N D B O O K
by William Wright and Dana Moore (0672325365; $49.99)
The Internet is evolving into an infrastructure where applications can converse with one
another in a much different way than the traditional page-serving architectures of the first
generation Web. 

Through examples and clear explanations, Jabber Developer's Handbook demonstrates how
Jabber, currently the world's most important open source messaging protocol, can be used to
go beyond interactive chat and file sharing to build flexible, reliable, and powerful distributed 
software systems. Peer-to-peer applications using the Jabber open source toolkit, and leverage
its use with other readily available and open source software and middleware.

R A D I O  U S E R L A N D  K I C K  S TA R T
by Rogers Cadenhead (0672325632; $34.99)
Radio UserLand is a powerful tool that is well known for its Web log publishing features, but
it is a much larger content management and information aggregation tool. This $40 product
has been purchased by more than 200,000 people, and is gaining popularity among those
who are eager to make dynamic Web content through exploiting the growing amount of data
available on the Internet. 

Radio UserLand Kick Start provides everything a Web site developer needs to get started
with the software, including a primer on the UserTalk programming language and the 

software's object database, which are considered the two main stumbling blocks for any Radio Userland user who
wants to go one step further. Emphasis is placed on the software's XML-RPC, RSS, and XML functionality, which
makes it easy to create Web services and use the Web services and information of others.



F E AT U R E D  A U T H O R :  H O Y T  D U F F
Hoyt Duff is co-author of Red Hat Linux Unleashed with Bill Ball.  The current edition, Red Hat Linux
9 Unleashed is among the bestselling linux books on the market and consistently receives rave reviews.
He is actively at work on Red Hat Linux 10 Unleashed due in late 2003.

Hoyt feels that a good word to describe his life experience is "former"-former senior vice 
president and senior commercial loan officer for a bank, former community college instructor, former
restaurateur, and former special education teacher. He currently meets the needs of his inner ADD child
by spending the summer months tending to his family business, a sport fishing pier (the longest on the
East Coast) and playing cocktail piano on weekends. 

Hoyt even finds time to write about Linux as a columnist and regular contributor of reviews and tutorials
for Linux Format magazine. He has contributed to the Mandrake documentation as an editor for the version
7.x and 8.x releases and has edited the English content of linuxnetmag, a webzine. Active in the TideWater
UNIX Users Group (twuug), Hoyt enjoys the regular Linux installfests the most and will attempt to install
Linux on anything that moves. His computer experiences began with writing college course Fortran 
programs on an IBM 360/65, Pascal programming on the original IBM PC, and then taking a detour 
hacking 6502 assembler on a Commodore VIC20. Discovering Linux through an article in Boot magazine,

he eventually got his first commercial writing assignment for its sister publication, MaximumLinux magazine. The 
philosophy that drives his life is "Fix it until it breaks," which is why he enjoys Linux so much. 

T H R E E  Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  H O Y T  D U F F
S A M S : IBM just rolled out an impressive advertising plan focused on Linux.  Do you think this is the first step to making
it a household word? 

H O Y T: IBM's imprimatur will certainly help validate Linux as a recognizable, legitimate brand, but let's not forget that
Linux is the aggregate work of countless numbers of people from all over the globe, so it's already known in a house or two.
Linux has been ready for the home user and the desktop for a while and IBM's commercials are an excellent way to 
introduce it to the masses. A friend recorded the IBM commercial on his TiVO for me to see. It was quite amusing that I
used Linux-based mass-marketed technology to experience a mass-marketed Linux-focused media event: Linux has arrived. 

S A M S : 900+ pages is a lot of book to maintain. Do you cringe every time Red Hat revs? 

H O Y T: Yes, but not for the reason you would think. I use Red Hat and keep up with the changes in it throughout the year
and keep notes on things that I believe will benefit the book. I read the other Linux books in the market and I follow
Linux trends, so there's really not a lot of last minute work to be done. The creative part of the book is really not a problem;
it's a natural result of my regular work.

What does give me pause is the formatting requirements.  I find them to be arcane and onerous. If the Pearson editors and
staff weren't so darn nice and easy to work with, I would have fits of apoplexy every time the books revs.

S A M S : What will be your favorite memory from the summer of 2003?

H O Y T: That would be having taken the time to read several non-technical books; I prefer detective mysteries and science
fiction. I try to use the extended prose narrative form of writing as an inspiration for writing on technical topics, since I
would like my technical writing to be compelling, interesting, and entertaining as well as useful..

U P C O M I N G

T I T L E S  F RO M

S A M S

L I N U X  K E R N E L

D E V E L O P M E N T

by Robert Love

ISBN: 0672325128

September 2003

M O N O  K I C K

S TA R T

by Hans-Jürgen Schönig &

Ewald Geschwinde

ISBN: 0672325799

September 2003

R A D I O  U S E R L A N D

K I C K  S TA R T

by Rogers Cadenhead

ISBN: 0672325632

October 2003

P R O G R A M M I N G

I N  O B J E C T I V E - C

by Stephen Kochan

ISBN: 0672325861

November 2003

M Y S Q L  T U T O R I A L

by Luke Welling &

Laura Thomson

ISBN: 0672325845

November 2003

A D VA N C E D  P H P

P R O G R A M M I N G

by George Schlossnagle

ISBN: 0672325616

December 2003

P H P  D E V E L O P E R ’ S

H A N D B O O K

by John Coggeshall

ISBN: 067232511X

December 2003

A B O U T  T H E  Q U E  A N D  S A M S  U S E R  G R O U P  P R O G R A M
This program is designed to draw Que and Sams Publishing closer to our users and users closer to us. The program

offers benefits to groups that include book discounts, review and library copies, event support, and access to the
authors and experts that make Sams books indispensable tools for technology professionals and enthusiasts.  

The Que and Sams User Group Program is continually evolving. We want the users to take ownership of the 
program. For that reason, we encourage you to tell us about your group; your members, events, needs and desires.
Tell us your thoughts on Que and Sams Publishing. Tell us what we do well and what we do poorly. Contact me with
any feedback at: kit.kemper@pearsoned.com

To register for the Que or Sams User Group Programs, visit: www.samspublishing.com/usergroups or
www.quepublishing.com/usergroups.



Save 30% off Developer's Library titles! Visit www.samspublishing.com to receive a 30% discount on titles before December 31,
2003. Simply enter the code DEVCATLIB at checkout. 

Available titles include:
PHP and MySQL Web Development, 2nd Edition 
MySQL, 2nd Edition 
Linux Kernel Development

For a full listing see: www.samspublishiong.com/dlcatalog

P U Z Z L E R
To the right is a famous technology quote.
Unfortunately, the letters have all been
swapped out for other letters.  Each letter
is equivalent to one other letter.  For 
example, if you believe that A is equal to Z
that will be the case for the entirity of the
puzzle.  That does not, necessarily mean
that the inverse, Z equalling A is true.  Use
short words or common words to get 
started.  The solution must be derived via
trial and error and sadly we donÕt publish
books on these kinds of problems.

F E AT U R E D  T I T L E :  P H P  &  M Y S Q L  W E B  D E V E L O P M E N T,  2 N D  E D I T I O N
PHP and MySQL Web Development teaches the reader to develop dynamic, secure, commercial Web sites.  Using the
same accessible, popular teaching style of the first edition, this bestselling book has been updated to reflect the rapidly
changing landscape of MySQL and PHP. 

The book teaches the reader to integrate and implement these technologies by following real-world examples and 
working sample projects, and also covers related technologies needed to build a commercial Web site, such as SSL,
shopping carts, and payment systems. 

The second edition includes new coverage of how to work with XML in developing a PHP and MySQL site, and how to
draw on the valuable resources of the PEAR repository of code and extensions. 

Luke Welling and Laura Thomson are co-founders of Tangled Web Design, and recently won the CCH Emerging
Technology award for a site they built using PHP.  Both are teachers at RMIT University in Melbourne Australia, and have
five years web design experience 

P R A I S E  F O R  P H P  A N D  M Y S Q L  W E B  D E V E L O P M E N T,  2 N D  E D I T I O N
Any serious PHP web developer should own this book, it opens you up to whole new world of development by relating concepts of software engineering
(believe it or not) - in simplified explanations.  - Amazon.com

In much the same way the Ben Forta book on Cold Fusion years ago legitimized Cold Fusion as THE solution for the web -- towards the Enterprise level --
Luke Welling and Laura Thomson's book, PHP and MySQL Web Development is on its way towards bringing PHP and MySQL the kind of attention and
legitimacy it deserves  - Chris Abraham, zdev corporation

This is by far the best programming book that I have ever used. I am an Information Systems Major and I wish this was one of our textbooks. There are
numerous examples and everything is explained clearly. No matter what way works best for you to learn something new, either visual or textual the authors
of this title have found a way to get the information to the reader.  - Amazon


