Getting started:

Pick the one that is works  for you.


Have someone help that is familiar with it

Have volunteers post and list their volunteering regarding your nonprofit


Make sure things look good, correct, and professional

Invite / connect w/ known supports, groups, volunteers, etc.

Remember this is an investment.

Make sure all can see and use (this will help connect friends of friends)

How can be used and receive out of Social network:


Receive donations and volunteer their time or spread the word


Spread the word for supporting your cause


Engagement w/ others (supporters, volunteers, communities and others)


Receive new supporters outside the traditional demographic / you may not get otherwise for your non-profit


This is where the youth are so cater to them

Use the tracking of demographic feature

Be sure to say Thank You

Whatever you use, keep it active and going:

Representatives of the organization, can post questions and respond to such in the various discussion.


Have volunteers post info regarding: the experience on your site/wall, public events; have volunteers report back on what they find on these sites.

The info posted should be relevant and draw readers in.

Use it in the different ways to extend out your info.


Be creative w/ content so that it grabs attention

Always give others the opportunity to help, support, etc.

Make sure your website connect to your profile(s)

Use tools to connect social networking sites (facebook and twitter, youtube)


For facebook don’t post to much in one day
Downside:


Volunteers and others promote and say non positive items, items that you do not want to be associated with.


Watch who you friend and/or link to/with.

These sites can be used for non work actives that can result in lack of productivity.


Does take time and skill


Others maybe pretending to be you

Have a policy:


Create policy regarding why your organization might refuse to link to a person's profile on a social networking site, and share this policy with your volunteers.


You may want to keep social or fun site/profile separate then w/ volunteering and professional.
sites:

Facebook - Causes

Twitter

Myspace

Youtube

LinkedIn 
Change.org,
Yahoo groups and sharing tools

Google groups and sharing tools

Other tools: RSS feed, blog,
